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Philesophy of Life

“IMAnkind hal been created and placed on earth for the purpose of

L g a part of the God family. In the preparation and training of each

)
cal‘Ly !ot these relationships to be based upon the one central goal of

W
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%To lim to be a member of the God family without having had a rel-

;;lhip vith ny fath-r'and elder brother aforetime would be absurd. For

antnt that plane of existence I must begin now to establish a close,
te rapport with them. |

«(Having not yet been begotten-of God, 1 ha;e not yet even come to the
sta‘;ing line of my race to enter God's Kingdom.. I am still in the prep-
ata‘ory stages. I want to be a begotten son of the Father, to have his

life, his power, his mind, and his character dwelling within me; but I

want' to nskn,ccrtain that I am ready for it first. One of my gtestest fears
is that I will begin my race without having adequately prepared myself
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forbthc awesome résponsibilicy that comes with being given God's precious

giff; Others have made the mistake of mnot being ready when they were
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baptiszed and 1 don't want to repeat their mistake, -

J Before I am ready, I must recognize who I am, what I am, what I have

, and what I am not able to do without God's help. Mr. Armstrong has

0 enter a relationship ia which the roteavéf each individual are not

cle rly defined.  Not seeing where I am unable to live properly on my own,

g The role that I must see is this, that I need Christ in me to live

iife in a way that will bring welfare, happiness, and life; and to obey

the Lawl that bring these results. I want to live by faith in him, and
Lo - :

not|by ﬁhyiical signs and manifestations. I want self-leadership and self-

Adit.ction raplaced by his direction in my life.

W Voq.gpa'rlght foot. I must start with a fearful, humble. and surrend~

cro‘ atti&ud. toward hin ta-chings. Unless this attitude is the foundation

I build oy relaeionship ‘with God, I will fail at some point later.
With this beginning, I can go on to learn to rely upon him to provide for

"i‘: B
my %eedl, and to fulfill my desires, Then and only then can I go on to

Tk ) . -
acquire his nature within my life. As I grow in knowledge and in character,

God|{will become.more and more real to me; he will become my friend. w1th
the?ovc that he gives me, I will be able to come to love him with all- of

wy tt, with 311 of ny soul; .and all of my strength,

1
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: nglguémhig with Man

| It is impossible to buildma,reiationship with God if you are not obeying

lavs. @imce God's lew is the law of love, obedience to God requires
1
loving your neighbor; this must be the foundation of our relationship with

his
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v;jfchll' v man.’

! 1 must love my neighbor because I cannot love God, who I cannot see,

BT, the almighty king of the universe. In my neighbor I should see

o .

ltciitul«:’lc:‘n of that Father, and a future co-ruler with me over all of
repﬁidn.
Il :
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I must love my neighbor through a combination of thought-and actionm.

1| do not have an attitude of love, then anything that I do will be in

or glse my attitude is for nothimg. I desire to grow an empathetic love

=y br&thet.that is continually desirous of helping and serving him in
er cipacity I can.

i 1 ¥iil help him with those resources that I have available to me;
i
il

"

available to me-- not jusf when 1 make my first millione~ in visting others

|

p they are alone; consoling them when they are hurt, listening to them

who‘i' tl‘icyf‘nud an ear, and being there to provide assistance. In short,

H\ t,;;: SR
bci‘ ‘s friend., Giving without expecting return; providing withowt repay-

vhe

i
of tq reliable friend, This 'is the attitude that I want to attain for every

i
bro}t'hcr af.dine.
Wb .
il Ultimately, I want to grow in love for every neighbor I have, those
i

I don't know, my enemies, my friends, my spiritual brothers, my children,
il .

and/my vife. If I can attain this attitude of giving and serving toward

-

each and ﬁoq one of these neighbors of mine, then I will be able to

better help then all become a part of the family of God.

y_a_qia;e and Family

e

'[Iff God has given mankind a chance to foretaste in the microcosm of the

ine, my money, and my emergy. I want to use these whenever I have them-

' do not love my neighbor, whom I can see. In God I see my future spiritual

';-aotklng to satisfy a need without desiring-a reward; these are qualities




‘ng of oneself to others. A husband and a wife are able to experience
ﬂ“‘ rclationship between themselves through the agape love that God

, ptovidc them with 1f they are baptized, that parialiels the divine

‘ that God has for us as his children. Through this love they are able
to;begin to practice concern for each other and for their own children.

'
Tho baui. of a strong family is a solid patental team. In the creatiom

ofry family, my first step will be to prepare myself to be a proper leader

abvidgr. 1f I am unable to love and lead my wife, teach my children,

andé$rovide for my family, I certainly will not be able to be a strong part-

{
nerjifor the team. My education and career will play a vital role in the
I

ing of me to be able to perform these duties. It is equally vital ghat

honr, teaéhot'ofvout-child:eng and partner with me in life. Her education

andvexpetience will likewise prepare her for the performance of her duties.

‘ ¥

| we are then joined together we will have the raw resources with which

Thi' i3 a basis for the marriage institution. In my mind, it is of utmost

1
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complement one another in tatents, abilities, interests, personality, temper-

gin to create a solid union,

God created man physically incomplete so that he will need a wife.

importance for me to recognize the areas in which my future wife and I

ment, and emotions. A smoeth harmony will be more easily produced if we
‘\)

conyarge to a balanced mix through complementary contributions of these
il

are‘nﬁt 1nto thc family,
N
1 i One area that is essential. for my wife and I to be alike in is our

dir tion in life. We must have convergent goals for our long term futures,
Thiffof couriie necessitates that we be in accord on religious, educational,

eco+omic, and social beliefs and goals. We must both be baptized and growing
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in ?od'lvspirit, his grace, and his knowledge. It is essential that we both

]

be tonverted before we become married, for I want us to be fully joined

‘ i
togrther by sharing the common hopes, aspirations, and committments which

‘Q,u .

vilt ccnant ul in a more perfect union, and help to nurture the growth of
i uniou.

that'

'An a huaband I will learn to love my wife. I will provide for her

1

phydicsl,needs, soothe her emotional concerns, and give her spiritual and

Be |
1 Gill learn more and more to identify her needs and desires as my own.
The};OZ; tha: I will be able to love her, the one whom I will be physically
clo;glt. thc more that I will be able to love the rest of my neighboran
”'Afsggzagnaavc had .an opportunity to grow together for awhile, my wife
lﬂdjf'iﬁl? ;téa;ce a fnmily. We will be entrusted for a span of several

W oepedime >

motﬁ: di:ggtién; In 1ife she will have priority second only to God., As

th grow in spiritual, emotiopal, and physical maturity, I hope that

.. ysaps with the care. and.cuszody of future sons of God. In that short time

i Lahie

we must p:epnre them to undertake their adult roles in society., This prep-
I ‘ XN FRY
araIion vilb *lulcdoathc:teaching of Géd's plan for. them, his law, the
Y w
imp rtance c! thc family, and how they should conduct themselves with o:hers.
"k vf‘;‘\ro 3' k‘

1 wInt to teach them to have the right attitude and to hold the tight val-

i nent s '
ues in every phase of their-lives through example and instruction during

theﬂr childhood. .

Concvmnitcanb with spiritual and moral education will come family physical®

4

dev elopment. 1 will encourage my wife and children to be balanced and happy-

1 N
through gfp&sute to a wide varlety of ciltural, educational, recreational,
tlilczﬁua; 'and artistic pursuits. Through these I hOpe to encourage‘
th ito develop the talents they have in any and all of these areas to the
fullest extent that they can while maintaining balance. By developing their
1ntereata;1£ hope to engender within them an appreciation for their human
po:&ntiallgn& m;ke their lives more abundant.



Education

The preparation that I will need to be a good busband will be secured
through my education. Since I wag not born with the knowledge of how to
live my life properly already within myself, I need to acquire it. Education
is that process by which I will gain this most necessary ingredieat.

Education comes in a variety of forms, it is not limited strictly to
the classroom setting. To me, education is the means by'which,oneeleatna
how to live, and since all of the knowledge of how to live does not come
out of books and lectures, I don't believe that'oue'is'trnfly_educated in
the claéeroom solely, I want to become educated in what different p;ople
are like, how they live, what their customs are like, and how they view
life. This will require some travel; something that I would vef& much like
to do in the future to gain insight in these areas. I also want to learn
to appreciate the arts of painting, sculpture, music; and fheat?r. Through
attendance at:-performances and displays eiﬁibiting these arts 1 ;111 be
able to enriﬁh my life with these as well. Someday I will learn to create
some of chis:attistty myself éhroughwmunie and some medium of paint.v 1.
hope to learn to pléy the piano someday so that I will bé able to give to
others some of the enjoyment that I have recéiwed in the past. All of these
areas of education will not come only from "book knowledge.” They will A
require active participation rather than pasaive acquisition.

Although this ornamental education is designed to complete my’person—
ality and enrich my life, it must have a base upon which 1t is built if
it 1is to ttu#ly make my life more.abundant. That foundationimuat be a way
of life-- a philosophy-- by which my life is guided. That is.uﬁy I am hqté '
at Ambassador College, to set that foundation by learning‘to serve, to be
generous and giving with my resources, and to have concern for the needs
of others. I am being instructed om-the core-beliefs. by which I wili~dit¢et

my stepsi I am gaining the spiritual knowledge of how to have a close relation-
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.hiﬁ with God and my fellowman,

|

. There is still another type of knowledge that I do need.. I still lack

which to earn a'living to support my future family. 1 believe that when I

‘gatpstgoﬁ Aobassador College I mayistill need additional training in-
thip area, and will therefore need to enter another college to obtain this

gra

|J

tta*nins.' That will be the extent of further education, however, since
I ba ;evo~that it would be wrong for me to study another philosophy once
I hEic griduated from here. Any other school’s non-technical teaching
céuéd.ctﬁdo the base that I will have set here. |
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! L
;rOna of the largest aspects of my life will be the job that I have.

i
;vcrago, T will spend nearly one-third of my day devoted solely to

my to!el?iou. The choice of my careet is therefore very 1mportant.

! The role of a job, in my mind, is multi-faceted. Primarily, it

tworthirds of my day and for the other third be striving to get as much
as I can from the same agents in the market place. I want my life to be

a harmonious whole, not self-contradictory. Thirdly, I want my job to be

acter or abilities, then I will be injured. by it in my attitide and mot-

iva 1on. .This injury will in turn hurt my family because my performance

as *fnther and a husband will be hampered.
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1 None of these purposes for my job in anyway imply that my job will
dir;ct m; iife. I believe that a job is a tool by which these three
purposes will be met, but"it.is not to be my master in life. In my life, .
my job will hold fourth ptiority after God, my wife, and my family. In
no ﬁqy 30 1 want my job to take the place of any of these in its importance
to me.. This is wByAI listed the three purposes that it will have in the
otd;t that I have. »The first purpose is to serve the family, which im.
itself dictates that the family fntérescs must come first. If instead I
start tg.make my job into a means of: self-actualization and self-gratific-
ation primarily,‘then ig can replace my family in its importance. I strongly
deny that such a role for my job is fitting or proper since God has created
me to 1) become his son and 2)be a husband and father to lead and guide
my fayily. Throughout- the Bible the emphasis is placed upon the father
andlhu;5;9d4role of the man, and not the accomplisher role. Providing is
imp;rtantt for by it I will ha;; the resources by which I can love my
family more fully, and‘léve my neighbor more completely.

I beliéve.that I would enjoy a career-in tﬁe field of business, in the
bankingrﬁorld most likely: When I finish my education I will be ready for
entry‘iuto the industry in a low level of management. From there through
diligeht effort I hope to rise-within ;he structure of whatever company I
join to the level that I am best suited for. I would like to be able to
make use of my leadership, organizational, and motivational talents.

In my career 1 am not aiming to be among the highest ranks of any large
corporation. I don't think that I could adequately devote the time and
energies required from such a job and still keep a single minded direction
toward entering the kingdem and be a good husband and father. The way that
thip world's b;siness community is set up virtually requires that the men that
are in p;wétful positions in their companies devote their lives to their jobs,

at the expense often of other one time priorities. I would rather walt for




